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5FU bolus
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ECOG (N=324)
NCIC (N=185)
SWOG 1 (N=121)
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France (N=155)
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Tost for heterogenelty : X = 837 P=021

Test of interaction : X1= 077 P=038
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5FU Cl better | 5FU bolus better

SFU Gl effect P=0.0002
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5FU C.I. 5FU bolus

C.R. 3 % 2 %
P.R. 19 % 12 %
OVERALL 22 % 14 %

Overall Odds Ratio = 0.55 (95% C.I. = 0.41-0.75); P = 0.0002

J Clin Oncol 16:301-308, 1998
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5FU CI
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P-value

ECOG (N=324)
NCIC (N=185)
SWOG 1 (N=121)
 MAOP (N=173)
France (N=155)
SWOG 2 (N=119)

Jerusalem (N=26)

13.0 mo.
10.2 mo.

15.0 mo.

10.6 mo.

9.8 mo.

14.0 mo.

8.6 mo.

_10.4 mo.
9.3 mo.
13.8 mo.
11.2 mo.
8.5 mo.
14.0 mo.

12.0 mo.

NS
NS
NS
NS
NS
NS

NS

Median survivals



Na.Eventa/No.Entered Reletive Risk Pisk Radn.
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(a) 5FU alone
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Test for heterogeneity :

X =21

P=0.5t

Teet of interaction :X1= 134 P=025

S5FU Cl better | 5FU bolus better

S5FU Cl effect P=0.039
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Median

Survival
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5FU 5FU
LV bolus

11.5 11.0
mo. mo.

5FU  5FU
MTX bolus

10.7 9.1
mo. mo.

P<0.05

5FU 5FU
Cl bolus

121 113
mo. mo.

P<0.05

FU 5FU
HAI bolus

16.0 12.2
mo. mo.




PROBABILITY
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Years after Randomization

O’Connell et al. NEJM 331, 502-507, 1994



Why we need meta-analyses in advanced cancer :

— to quantify differences reliably and precisely
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Overall survival (+++)
Time to progression (++)
Quality of life (+)

Tumor response (+/-)

if TR translates to a longer OS, a longer TTP, or a
better QOL
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